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We welcome 2 new schools to the Brixton Learning Collaborative.  

We are delighted to welcome  Archbishop Sumner CE Primary and Ethelred Nursery and Children’s Centre to 

our cluster of schools. Both schools’ ethos chimes with that of our cluster including recognising  the importance 

of cross-curricula learning, of the arts and sports to develop children into healthy, happy adults and of wanting to 

support the whole family in life-long learning.  

BLC Primary children  show off their dancing talents 

Children from our cluster in both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 teamed up for dance sessions hosted at St 

John’s Angell Town to develop and show off their talents under the guidance of dance teacher Ricky Blackett. In 

90 minute workshops Ricky taught the children complicated routines which they learnt quickly and put together to 

perform in front of classes from the host school. Well done to all the talented dancers from BLC.  

 



 Literacy through Photography for Reception Classes with Fotosynthesis. 

Following successful applications to The Walcot Foundation and Awards for All, our partnership project with Foto-

synthesis moved this term to working with Reception classes and focussing on literacy learning through photog-

raphy. For 4 weeks Fotosynthesis workshop leaders and volunteers have worked with 2 classes on  developing pho-

tographic skills, lots of talk for writing and using images to stimulate story telling and story writing. In the final ses-

sion parents and carers were invited to join the children. The children  developed some lovely stories including 

Thompson the King and The Donkey went to Space, ideas sparked from looking at a single starter photo. Next term 

the project will be repeated in St John’s Angell Town and to more of our schools in the next 2 years.  
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BLC Teachers working together 

Problem Solving and Fluency—teacher INSET with Steph King. 

We were delighted to welcome Maths Consultant Steph King to work with our teachers in helping children succeed 

with problem solving and fluency in Maths in years 5 and 6. Steph brought many practical ideas and tools to the ses-

sion and encouraged teachers to teach children problem solving by exploring ‘what can’t the answer be’. Steph also 

demonstrated how a range of practical resources, often more associated with maths for younger children, can sup-

port children’s learning in KS2 including Cuisenaire rods and beads. All the teachers who attended commented on 

how useful the session had been.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Reading in Early Years 

This term our Early Years Forum met for training and discussion around the Teaching of Reading in Nursery and 

Reception, led by Clare Bradley, Deputy Head at Effra Early Years Centre. Clare brought along many examples of 

creative work in the teaching of reading and teachers discussed their favourite books for sharing with young chil-

dren : Room on the Broom, The Stick Man, The Gruffolo, Owl Babies, The Bog Baby and A Bit Lost to name but a 

few. Clare also recommended encouraging reading by developing children’s knowledge of those familiar signs and 

words they know: their own name, Tescos signs, the Frozen logo and the like! Lots of ideas for both teachers and 

parents to use.  

 



The Big Read— EGA Year 12s reading project with BLC primary schools 

This term 12 year 12 students from Evelyn Grace Academy have been encouraging reading in Lough-

borough, St Saviour’s and Jessop Primary schools, with weekly visits where they hear readers and 

discuss reading with year 4 and 5 students.  The years 12s have followed a programme of work that 

supports comprehension and discussion of texts and their enthusiasm for reading has encouraged the 

younger children to recognise the importance and the excitement of reading.  This is the first of what 

we hope will be an annual programme within the cluster. 

Visits to the Houses of Parliament 

In January children from 4 of our primary schools went on a tour of the Houses of Parliament followed by an interac-

tive workshop on ‘How laws are made’.  The children were able to sit in the gallery of the House of Commons and 

hear questions on current affairs—it was a lively session! After hearing many stories of the history of the building, the 

children enacted their own parliamentary debate on housing for refugee families, a topic they chose themselves.  

Using parliamentary language the children observed the rules of the House of Commons, passed their bill to the 

House of Lords and then made a law The Refugee Housing Act 2016.  There will be another visit to the Houses of 

Parlament in April for 4 more schools, where the children will learn more about the voting system.  

Southwark Cathedral Able and Talented Maths and Science Day 

50 children from years 3 and 4 in our cluster took part in a special day of Maths and Science investigations using the 

magnificent Southwark Cathedral building as a stimulus. The children learnt about and used some of the mathemati-

cal techniques that the builders and craftsmen used when the cathedral was first built, estimating and measuring its 

height and making a clinometer to measure angles. Children worked in teams under the expert guidance of the 

teaching team from Southwark Cathedral’s education department.  
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BLC Children’s Centre Family Screenings at The Ritzy 

 

 

We are grateful to the staff at The Ritzy cinema and to the Picturehouses education team who help us organise film 

screenings for our Children’s Centre families every holiday. Films have included Frozen, The Good Dinosaur,    

Minions, Arthur Christmas and this holiday the film will be The Peanuts Movie. Tickets are sold through our cluster 

Children’s Centres.  


